WEDDELL HOUSE.
GEO. W. WESLEY & SON,
Cleveland, O.  Nov. 2.  1883
Dear Taylor:
This isn't an answer to your
last, but to tell you that I have
just met John Hay, and he don't
look or act atall like the man who
wrote either "Little Britches [sic-Breeches] or "Woman's
Love" - was yet "The Whiskey Skin":  very
business-like, he is, and care-worn in
appearance - but says it is occasioned
by ill health.  He is not the stalwart
frame I have heretofore fancied him,
but rather slight in build:  A fine face
and head, and a keen dark eye - sees
clean down into the bowels of things.
I regret that he is rich, and half
way think he hates it:  Says he would
like to write more, but business  rel-
ations take up all his time.  He was
very kind and courteous, and has





invited me to his Euclid Avenue house.
And did you know that he was
born in Indiana?  At a little old
town called Salem, which he laughingly
said had never appeared in History
til John Morgan and his men swept
through there " [  ?] the army" and burnt
it down.  You would like him I am
very sure.
I am dodgin' round a good 'eal o'
country, and only a few nights ago
"argied' below Crawfordsville, and your
brother John joined and went along.
He is a very lovely character, and
I think we like each other wholly.
Remember very kindly to the "gude
wife and the bairns."
Hastily, but always heartily yours,
Jamesy
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